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1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN ASKED TO ASSIST AMERICAN CITIZENS, 

MR. AND MRS. DOUGLAS WAYNE COURTNEY OF LONG BEACH, 
CALIFORNIA, WHO HAVE BEEN IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA SINCE SEPTEMBER 
1973 CONDUCTING COURT CASE EOR CUSTODY OF MRS. COURTNEY'S 
TEN YEAR OLD SON, JIRI SAEAR, CONTESTED BY EORMER HUSBAND 
HERE. DISTRICT COURT IN BLANSKO AWARDED BOY TO COURTNEYS 
BUT FATHER'S APPEAL FOR CUSTODY NOW BEFORE REGIONAL COURT 
IN BRNO FOR FINAL DECISION. ACCORDING TO COURTNEY, 

DECISION EXPECTED EARLY OR MID-MARCH. COURTNEYS HAVE 
REEUSED LEGAL COUNSEL AND HAVE ARGUED CASE THEMSELVES. 

2. ON ADVICE GIVEN THEM APPARENTLY BY BRNO JUDGE, 

COURTNEYS HAVE APPEALED TO EMBASSY FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
COMBATTING POLITICAL AND ANTI-AMERICAN OVERTONES 
INJECTED IN CASE BY BOY’S FATHER, A CP MEMBER, WHO HAS 
SUBMITTED AN INELAMMATORY LETTER TO COURT EROM LOCAL CP 
ORGANIZATION. ACCORDING TO COURTNEYS, JUDGE HOPES THAT 
LOBBYING IN PRAGUE WITH EMBASSY'S HELP WILL OBTAIN FOR HIM 
SOME POLITICAL GUIDANCE WHICH WOULD PERMIT HIM TO TURN 
CHILD OVER TO MOTHER FROM A CAPITALIST COUNTRY. ACCORDING 
TO COURTNEY, JUDGE SAID THAT IF CASE COULD BE JUDGED ON 

ITS OWN MERITS ALONE, THE MOTHER WOULD RECEIVE CUSTODY. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO COURTNEY'S REQUEST EOR ASSISTANCE 
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AND HAS ASKED CZECHS TO LIGHTEN THEIR VISA AND MONETARY 
EXCHANGE REQUIREMENTS. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, AND HAVE EXPLAINED TO 
COURTNEYS THAT OFEICIAL REPRESENTATION AT THIS TIME IS LIKELY TO 
TRIGGER CZECH LINKAGE TO GABRIEL CASE. WE HAVE ALSO 
EXPLAINED WHY DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO INTERVENE 
ACTIVELY IN GABRIEL CASE. 

4. COURTNEYS, WHO HAVE BEEN FAMILIAR WITH GABRIEL CASE, 

HAVE ASKED CALIEORNIA STATE LEGISLATOR TO DRAW ATTENTION 
OE GABRIEL CASE JUDGE TO RELEVANCE OE SITUATION THEY 
EACE HERE. AT SAME TIME, IF DEPARTMENT EINDS IT 
POSSIBLE, IT MAY HELP COURTNEYS IE COURT COULD HAVE 
ITS EXPLANATION OP HOW TWO CASES RELATED, INCLUDING 
TIME PACTOR, SINCE BOTH CASES FACE EARLY DECISION. WE 
REALIZE, OF COURSE, LIMITS ON OUR ABILITY TO INTERVENE 
AT EITHER END, BUT BELIEVE THAT USE OF INFORMED GOOD 
OPFICES WILL HELP THESE DISTRAUGHT PARENTS TO ACCEPT 
IDEA THAT USG IS HELPING THEM AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

WORTZEL 
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